
The Rating tool for sustainable housing is 
being designed to help field staff, project 
managers and project designers to take 
decision based on a qualitative evaluation of 
the impacts of housing construction projects 
at various phases from planning and design 
to implementation. 

An holistic approach is required to evaluate 
sustainable housing. Beyond environmental 
efficiency, the economic, social and cultural criteria 
are necessary to determine the appropriateness 
within a specific context.

The Rating tool is being developed towards giving 
a qualitative assessment of housing projects, and 
ensuring that it is easy to use by professionals of 
various backgrounds and skill sets.

The Rating tool consists of a step-by-step 
questionnaire including  indicators that 
measure the sustainability of the project:
•	 at all the phases of housing projects, from 

design to use phase and maintenance,
•	 considering three spatial scales of 

analysis: territory, neighbourhood and 
household.  

The data required to answer the question-
naire is mainly qualitative, and easy to use 
for field staff, or project managers of the 
building sector. 

The questionnaire measures how 
sustainable the project is, by scoring 
each pillar of sustainable development, 
encompassing 12 sustainability criteria. 
Sustainability corresponds with an overall 
balance of all four pillars, by scoring at 
least a minimum threshold value, defined 
by a minimum acceptable level for each 
addressed issue.
 

SuSTainable HouSing
Rating tool

The gnSH (global network for 
Sustainable Housing) managed by 
the un-Habitat Housing unit has 
the objective to contribute to the 
development of sustainable and 
affordable housing in developing 
countries. 
Within this framework, un-Habitat, 
in partnership with CRaterre and its 
network of experts, is developing a 
hands-on, qualitative and user-friendly 
Rating tool to assess the sustainability of 
affordable housing projects in the contexts 
of slum upgrading, social housing, post-
crisis reconstruction and large scale 
affordable housing programmes.  

France, Villefontaine, Rhône-Alpes,
«Treasury of Sustainable Development» 

gnSH partners 
for the Rating Tool
Un-Habitat (coordinator)
EnSag - labex aE&CC
CRaterre
EcoSur
Habitat for Humanity
inBaR
University of Cambridge - 
EcoHouse

With the technical support of
Eco-Etudes
CarPE

and the contribution of
Vtt technical Research 
Centre of Finland, Miser-
eor, Pacte – Social science 
research laboratory, URD 
group, EnSa grenoble and 
Montpellier

ConTaCTS
Un-Habitat Housing Unit: www.unhabitat.org
the gnSH: www.gnshousing.org
CRaterre, international Center for Earth instruction: www.craterre.org

SuSTainabiliTy CRiTeRia

SOCIAL

CULTURAL

SO1

SO2

SO3

cu1

cu2

cu3

Compatibility with the target group’s core  
needs and potential of appropriation

Contribution to establishment  
of conditions for Safety and Health

Contribution to an enabling environment for 
reproducibility and community development

Wellbeing and comfort 

Respect and valorisation of cultural  
heritage (tangible and intangible)

Preservation of landscape

ENVIRONMENTAL

ECONOMIC

Preservation of biodiversity, avoiding the 
depletion of resources (local, national, global) 

reduction of pollution 
AND Climate change mitigation  (limit CO

2 
emissions)

Adaptation to the environment  
(including climate disaster risks)

en1

en2

en3

ec1

ec2

ec3

Affordability 

Potential of supporting local economy 
(Capacity building and employment generation)

Long term viability of the project (use cost, 
maintenance, potential for transformation)

SUSTAINAbILITy Of AffORdAbLE hOUSINg pROjECTS 
is measured HOLisTiCaLLY bY giving pOinTs fOr differenT aspeCTs Of 
THe prOjeCT aCrOss THe fOur piLLars Of susTainabLe deveLOpmenT
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